
Sociology Department, College of the Liberal Arts 

CLJ Communiqué 

Welcome Back! 
We hope you had a fantastic break, full of good times 
mixed in with much needed relaxation! As the spring 
semester begins, we have important information to 
share.  Please take a few minutes to read through the 
CLJ Communiqué; it contains important updates and 
information related to advising, academics, and enrich-
ment and extra-curricular opportunities. You should 
receive two newsletters during the fall and spring semes-
ters via e-mail; please let us know if you donôt. 

  

Advising hours 
Appointments Only:  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday  

8:30 a.m.ï11:30 a.m. 
 

Walk-in Advising:  

MondayïThursday  

1ï4 p.m. 

 

*Finals week is reserved for emergency cases 

Happy New Year! 
ñCheers to a new year and another chance for us to get it right.ò  

~Oprah Winfrey  
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Contacting your advisers 
Karen Sones 

(klo1@psu.edu) 

317 Oswald Tower 
 

Courtney Orr 

(cro3@psu.edu) 

316 Oswald Tower 
 

Lisa Brooks 

(ldb125@psu.edu) 

315 Oswald Tower 
 

Phone number: 814-865-2217 
 

Department Web site: www.sociology.psu.edu 
 

**********************************  

Please note: We will hold all walk-in hours during 
the first two weeks of the semester (January 12 
through 23) for drop/add concerns. Hours will be 
from 8:30ï11:30 a.m. and 1:00ï4:30 p.m. 

Scheduling Appointments with the Advisers 
You are able to schedule an appointment and see our calendars by visiting 
the following Web site:  www.la.psu.edu/advising-appt/ 

1. Click on ñAppointmentsò 

2. Register 
 

A few important points: 

Your username and password do not need to be the same as your Penn 
State account. Remember to write down both, and keep them in a safe 
place for the next time you want to schedule an appointment. 

Appointments are made in ½ hour blocks. 

If you are assigned a specific adviser, you must schedule an appointment 
with that adviser. You can see any adviser during walk-in advising hours. 

         

Appointments are meant for issues that you know will take longer 
than 10 or 15 minutes. Examples of topics that could be covered in 
an appointment include: 
 

Change of major or concurrent major  

        paperwork              

Long-range planning 

Study abroad plans 

Major/career exploration 

Class schedules for the upcoming semester 

Other topics that you want to discuss in   

        detail and would like a designated time to do so  

http://www.sociology.psu.edu/
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During the first two weeks of the semester, we see a much higher volume of students. With that 
in mind, please request help with your most pressing concerns, and try to remember that other 
students are also waiting for help. If you have other items to discuss that can wait until later in 
the semester, please plan to stop back in after the first two weeks.  We will return phone calls 
and e-mails as soon as possibleðplease understand that the response time may be longer than 
usual. 
 

Remember: Students who are waiting in line will receive first priority, and we respond to voice 
mail and e-mail messages as time permits.  If you need more immediate attention, the best way 
to connect with us is to stop by the Advising Offices. 

 

During the first two frantic weeks of the semester, these are the kinds of things weôre happy to 
discuss with you: 

Dropping and adding classes on your spring schedule 

Graduation checks for seniors who plan to graduate in the spring semester 

Emergency situations regarding classes and scheduling 

Questions about particular courses and degree requirements 

 

Some things we typically donôt handle during this busy time of the semester are: 

Class schedules for the upcoming semester 

Résumé proofing and editing 

Long-range planning 

Letters of recommendation 

Study abroad plans and concurrent majors 

Internship planning for future semesters 

Career concerns 

 

While these advising items are very important, they arenôt necessarily time-sensitive, so we ask 
that you return after the initial two weeks to seek assistance with them. 

If you are planning to re-arrange your schedule, please note that you can drop and add classes in several ways during the first few days of 

the semester: 

1. Adjust your schedule online at https://elion.oas.psu.edu/.   

2. Complete a drop/add slip in the Advising Offices (315, 316, & 317 Oswald).  

3. Complete a drop/add slip in the departmental office (211 Oswald).   

 

Through January 21    

Make changes to your schedule without using your late-drop credits.   
 

January 22    

Marks the beginning of the late-drop period.   

A $6.00 late fee is assessed EACH time you make changes to your schedule.    

 

January 22ïApril 10  

Dropping any course from your fall schedule involves using your late-drop credits. 

 

The following 

CRIM courses are 

still open: 

 

012 (under SOC) 

422   430    
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Please note: completion of 
CLJ/CRIM 250W is required for 
almost all CRIM 400 level courses. 
It must also be completed before 

you are permitted to do an       
internship.    

Congratulations to all our students who made the Deanõs List 

for the fall 2008 semester!!  Way to go! Weõve posted the names 

of these students on the bulletin boards by the third floor eleva-

tors.  Weõre proud of all of you!   

                                   Summer Internship Information  
If you're considering a summer internship, the internship dates are planned for May 
18ïAugust 12, 2009. Be sure to contact Dr. Ménard by January 25 regarding sum-
mer internships. Following are key deadline dates:  
 

January 25 Indicate your intent to complete an internship by this date 
and e-mail Dr. Kim Ménard (kmm157@psu.edu) to let her 
know your plans. 

 
February 15 Letters must be sent to three possible internship sites by this 

date. Send an e-mail to Dr. Ménard with the names of the 
three sites. 

 
April 12 Placements should be finalized by this date. Send an e-mail 

to Dr. Ménard with your internship site placement. See 
Sheri Miller in room 214 Oswald to complete the orange 
placement card. We will then send a letter to your intern-
ship site with information and instructions about your    
internship duties/activities. 

 

For more information about the internship process, take a look at this section of the 
departmental Web site: www.sociology.psu.edu/undergraduate/internships.shtml. 
Dr.  Kim Ménard (kmm157@psu.edu) is the internship coordinator. Karen,      
Courtney, and Lisa are available to discuss the internship process, how an internship 
fits into your academic plan, potential sites, and answer questions you have about 
internships.  

Funding         
Available for   

Summer  
Internships! 

 

One of the goals of the Sociology Depart-
ment is to involve undergraduates in intern-
ship opportunities.  Accordingly, the depart-
ment now has modest funds to provide some 
financial assistance to students who partici-
pate in internships. Students with demon-
strated need are given preference for funding 
as are students who will be interning during 
the summer.   Students must also be receiv-
ing academic credit for their internship ex-
perience.  If youôre interested in applying for 
these enrichment funds, please stop by the 
advising offices to pick up an application 
form and instructions. 

http://www.sociology.psu.edu/undergraduate/internships.shtml
mailto:kmm157@psu.edu


Page 4  Volume 14, Issue 3   

Study Abroad in the Netherlands this Summer! 
May 31ïJune 26, 2009 

 

Students are required to complete six credits while participating in the Netherlands program. Three 
credits will be used toward the CRIM 400 level (not the core) requirement. The other three credits will 
be considered electives. We are also excited to announce that out-of-state students pay in-state tuition! 
We hope youôll take advantage of this terrific opportunity! 
 

The Dutch society has a long-standing tradition of tolerance, diversity, and consensus-based politics. 
This translates into a specific approach toward crime and justice issues that is known around the 
world. Examples of this approach can be seen in various fields, such as the legalization of prostitution, 
the legalization of soft drugs, the medical instead of criminal justice approach toward hard drugs, and 
the way in which issues like juvenile crime, euthanasia, and gay marriage are dealt with. 
 
This four-week program will deal with issues of criminal justice from a Dutch perspective and will ex-
plore such issues as the history of this approach, its rationale, and the way it works out in daily prac-
tice. We will also take a look at recent changes in this approach, since events like the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, the globalization of the economy, and the threat of international terrorism have 
changed the "crime landscape" in The Netherlands. 
 
The program will be hosted by Avans University, where most of the classes will be held. Another part 
of the program will be field trips. Trips in recent years have included visits to a World War II concen-
tration camp, a police station, a prison, a rehab program for addicts, an international court, and the 
Red Light District in Amsterdam. Visit the program Web site for more information at 
www.outreach.psu.edu/summerabroad/study-netherlands/?cid=30. 

*Resource: www.outreach.psu.edu 

WANT TO GET INVOLVED? 

Justice Association 
 

The Justice Association is involved in many activities throughout 

the academic year, including hosting guest speakers, field trips, 

and community service opportunities. Guest speakers of various 

interests within the field of criminal justice give presentations 

during meetings. The areas of interest include: state/local law 

enforcement, various federal agencies, state and private law firms, 

corrections, and sociological research/academia. Examples of past 

guest speakers include a U.S. postal inspector, U.S. assistant at-

torney, state correctional institute assistant superintendent, and 

prison counselor, as well as special agents from NCIS, the FBI, 

and the CIA. The Justice Association is also taking part in fund-

raising for THON, and other community service opportunities, 

such as Big Brothers Big Sisters of Centre County and Centre 

County Youth Center (CCYC).    

 

All meetings are held at 7 p.m. in room 358 Willard.         
         

Contact Jessica Eubanks (jne5012@psu.edu) with any questions.
 

Alpha Phi Sigma  
Applications for Alpha Phi Sigma, the national criminal 
justice honor society, are available outside of room 315 
Oswald Tower. To be eligible, CLJ majors must have com-
pleted a minimum of four justice courses, have an overall 
grade point average of 3.2 as well as a major grade point 
average of 3.2.  For more information about Alpha Phi 
Sigma, contact the APS president, Mike Houlihan 
(mch5031@psu.edu).  

Considering law school?   

If so, consider contacting the Pre-Law 
Coordinator, Barbara Rayman.  She is 
located in 121 Grange Building, and she 
can be reached at 865-7576 and 
bbr1@psu.edu. 
 

Visit www.psu.edu/dus/prelaw/ for Pre-
Law information including LSAT prep 
courses, law school resources, and other 
upcoming events. Also check out 
www.lsac.org to get more information 
regarding law school. 

http://www.outreach.psu.edu/summerabroad/study-netherlands/?cid=30
mailto:mch5031@psu.edu



