
  

 

By its nature, crime, law, and justice places great emphasis on cultural context.  There is much to be gained 
from understanding the history and traditions of cultures outside your own.  Study abroad is one very exciting 
way to begin to discover new approaches and build your professional skills. 
 
Crime, Law, and Justice students can study abroad at any time during their four years. However, keep in 
mind that studying abroad your last semester could result in delaying your graduation since many courses 
may not be accredited at Penn State until the following semester.  
 
Discuss studying abroad with one of the CLJ advisers to determine which kinds of courses would best fit your 
academic program.  A list of courses that have already been accredited showing the Penn State equivalen-
cies can be consulted on the Education Abroad Web site and a listing of CRIM courses accredited at Penn 
State can be found on the Sociology Web site at www.sociology.psu.edu. 
 
Think about applying study abroad credits to the University’s General Education and Bachelor of Arts require-
ments. It is a good idea to save some of these requirements which you may be able to satisfy with courses 
taken abroad.  You may apply up to 15 study abroad credits in criminal justice towards the major as long as 
you receive prior approval from the department. Courses may be used to meet general 400 level require-
ments or to meet specific requirements like CRIM 012 or CRIM 451 or 453. 
 
You may not take CRIM 100, 113, or 250W abroad. Both CRIM 100 (Introduction to the Criminal Justice Sys-
tem) and CRIM 113 (Introduction to Law) cover the American criminal justice and legal systems and students 
will not receive the same level of coverage in a course offered abroad. CRIM 250W is a required research 
methods course that students must take at the University Park campus. If you are interested in pursuing in-
ternships abroad, remember that CRIM 250W is a required course for any internship approved by the depart-
ment. 
 
Studying abroad will automatically fulfill the International Cultures (IL) requirement. Studying abroad will NOT 
fulfill the BA Other Cultures requirement, unless you take a course abroad that fits the definition of the re-
quirement.  
 
Once you choose a program, you will next need to decide which courses you want to take. You should 
choose more than you intend to take to make sure that you have chosen options that will be available. All 
students planning to study abroad must complete a pre-departure agreement with their CLJ adviser. If you do 
not receive pre-approval for your major course selections, there are no guarantees they will be used toward 
the major. To download the pre-departure agreement, go to the following Web site: www.sociology.psu.edu 

Study Abroad in 

Crime, Law, and Justice 

Imagine yourself touring the Port of Rotterdam to see how organizations are trying to combat drugs and 
other illicit goods from being smuggled into Europe, or completing an internship in Australia, or participat-
ing in a tea ceremony in Japan. All these opportunities are available to any student in Crime, Law, and 
Justice. 
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 “Studying abroad is a 
wonderful and unique 
opportunity filled with 
many unforgettable ex-
periences.  It gives you 
the chance to see the 
world beyond your home-
town and broadens your 
understanding of the 
horizon.  It's an experi-
ence that will change the 
unfamiliar into the famil-
iar, strangers into friends, 
and friends into family.  It 
allows you to engage in a 
new life, filled with many 
unforgettable experi-
ences; one that, before 
you know it, you won't 
want to say goodbye to.”    
 

—Kelsey Van Selous, CLJ 
undergraduate student 

''Having the opportunity 
to study abroad in 
Greece truly enhanced 
my perspective on the 
world. It was very enlight-
ening to be able to di-
rectly experience and 
interact with people from 
another culture. It made 
me less afraid of trying 
new things and more 
open to different people 
and their ideas. It was 
really an amazing experi-
ence.''   
 
—Ana Melhor, CLJ    
undergraduate student 

General Study Abroad Information 

Departmental-Sponsored Programs 

University of Leiden, The Netherlands (http://www.outreach.psu.edu/summerabroad/study-Netherlands/ 
European Transnational Organized Crime and the Dutch Criminal Justice System 
 
CRIM J 499A European Criminal Justice (6 credits)-required 
CRIM J 499B Independent Study in Europe (3 credits)-optional  
 
The program is designed to introduce students to concepts of crime and punishment in The Netherlands and 
to provide an opportunity for direct exposure to a system very different from our own. Students will observe 
Dutch ideology and practice in the design, rationale, and implementation of criminal justice. 
 
The students will be accompanied to Leiden by Dr. Howard Smith, Lecturer of Crime, Law, and Justice, in 
the College of the Liberal Arts at Penn State. The class will be taught primarily by professors at the University 
of Leiden, but also by several guest lecturers. All are authorities on crime and the Dutch justice system. 
 
Three credits of CRIM J 499A may be applied to major requirements, the remaining credits can be used to-
wards meeting electives. 
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Gain Valuable Field Experience 

Accelerate Your Language Learning 

Crime, Law, and Justice students may find internships abroad attractive. Most internships offered via study abroad are ex-
tremely competitive and often cannot be guaranteed in advance. Many times, internships are combined with courses at the host 
institution. You are required to complete the requirements of the internship program at the host institution AND those of the 
Crime, Law, and Justice program. 
 
University of Adelaide, Adelaide, Australia (www.adelaide.edu.au) 
 
Internships are available in legal policy and criminal justice. Students are required to complete a seminar and write a research 
paper. They must also have previously taken twelve credits of related course work. Internship applications will be mailed to 
students. These internships are quite competitive and cannot be guaranteed in advance. Internships are only available during 
the summer (beginning July 1) and have an application deadline of April 1. 

Almost all study abroad programs in non-English speaking countries offer language courses in the host language, but some 
programs are specifically designed to offer extremely intensive language study. You might be able to complete an entire year of 
language study in a summer or complete more than one course in one semester’s study. The following is an example: 
 
Besançon, France (summer only) (http://www.outreach.psu.edu/SummerAbroad/Study-France) 
 
French Language Studies 
 
The French language program at Besançon was established to provide this ideal environment for intermediate-level students of 
French who want to improve their oral language proficiency. Program participants enroll in the intensive French program at the 
Centre de Linguistique Appliquée, which is part of the University of Franche-Comté. Proficiency is developed through classroom 
work related to French civilization, with an emphasis on the culture of the region, French culture both high and popular, and life 
in contemporary France and within the European community. Small classes meet five days a week and students live either at 
the university or with host families. 

University of Westminster, London, England (www.wmin.ac.uk; www.ciee.org) 
The University of Westminster is one of the largest universities in the United Kingdom and is very involved with international 
education. The university has three campuses in central London and one in Harrow and offers more than 300 courses, includ-
ing classes in Crime, Law, and Justice.  Westminster has state-of-the art labs, classrooms, libraries and computing networks, 
as well as cafés, bars and sporting facilities. Limited housing is available on campus.   
 
Victoria University of Wellington, Wellington, New Zealand (http://www.victoria.ac.nz/international/study-options/study-
abroad.aspx) 
Wellington is the capital and geographical center of New Zealand and is located on the southern tip of the North Island of New 
Zealand. It’s the second largest city in New Zealand and the university is located within walking distance of the city. A large 
selection of courses is available including English, Maori studies, philosophy, political science, religious studies, and criminol-
ogy. Students live in a residential or student apartment. 
 
The University of New South Wales, Sydney, AU (www.international.unsw.edu.au/) 
The University of New South Wales is Penn State’s most popular study abroad site and is extremely . The university of New 
South Wales is one of Australia's top research institutes and offers a large number of courses including business, arts, architec-
ture, and criminology.  Sydney is the capital of New South Wales and is the largest and oldest city in Australia. Students gener-
ally live in student apartments or rental houses. 

For Further Information 

Karen Sones 
Lead Counselor 
211 Oswald Tower 
University Park, PA 
16802 
814-865-2217 
klo1@psu.edu 

 
http://www.sociology.psu.edu/undergraduate/abroad
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Other Study Abroad Programs Offering Courses in Crime, Law, and Justice 

Listed below are several programs that are recommended for sociology students.  We have provided here only a partial list of 
the programs endorsed by the Penn State Education Abroad office that might be right for you. 

This publication is available in alternative media on request.  Penn State is committed to affirmative action, equal opportunity, and the diversity of 

its workforce.  06/22/09  U.Ed. LBA 10-19 


