
Scheduling Appointments with the Advisers 

The Fall Semester  

Begins! 
 

Welcome to the exciting start 

of the 2008–2009 academic 

year at Penn State! We hope 

you have enjoyed your summer 

and that you are looking for-

ward to the new classes, new 

experiences, and new connec-

tions that the coming semester 

holds.  
 

Please take a few minutes to 

read through the Sociology 

Source—it contains important 

updates and information re-

lated to advising, academics, 

and enrichment and extra-

curricular opportunities. You 

should receive two newsletters 

during the fall and spring se-

mesters via e-mail—please let 

us know if you don’t. 

You will be able to schedule an appointment and see our calendars 

by visiting the following Web site: 

www.la.psu.edu/advising-appt/ 

1. Click on ―Appointments‖ 

2. Register 
 

Your username and password does not need to be the same as 

your Penn State account. Remember to write down both, and keep 

them in a safe place for the next time you want to schedule an 

appointment. 
 

Appointments are meant for issues that you know will take longer 

than 10 or 15 minutes. Examples of topics that could be covered in 

an appointment include: 

1. Change of major or concurrent major paperwork 

2. Long-range planning 

3. Study Abroad plans 

4. Major/career exploration 

5. Class schedules for the upcoming semester 

6. Other topics that you want to discuss in detail and would     

        like a designated time to do so 
 

A few important points: 

Appointments will be made in ½ hour blocks. 

If you are assigned a specific adviser, you must schedule 

an appointment with that adviser. You can see any ad-

viser during walk-in advising hours. 
 

We will hold all walk-in hours during the first two weeks 

of the semester (August 25 through September 5) for drop/

add concerns. Hours will be from 8:30–11:30 a.m. and 1:00–

4:30 p.m. 

The new academic year begins… 

"What lies behind us, and what lies before us, are tiny matters compared to 

what lies within us." ~R.W. Emerson 
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New Advising Hours  

and Procedures 
 

In order to better accommodate 

our students’ changing needs, 

and for our advising system to 

become more consistent with 

other Liberal Arts advisers, we 

are moving to a combination of 

appointments and walk-in 

hours, beginning September 8. 

Please see the appointment 

scheduling instructions at the 

bottom of this page. 
 

New Advising Hours  

Beginning September 8 
 

Appointments only: 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 

Friday  8:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m. 

 

Walk-in advising: 

      Monday–Thursday  

  1–4 p.m. 

Contacting your  

advisers: 
 

Karen Sones 

(klo1@psu.edu) 

317 Oswald Tower 

 

Courtney Orr 

(cro3@psu.edu) 

316 Oswald Tower 

 

Lisa Brooks 

(ldb125@psu.edu) 

315 Oswald Tower 

 

Phone number: 814-865-2217 

 

Department Web site:  

www. sociology.psu.edu 

http://www.la.psu.edu/advising-appt/


During the first two weeks of the semester, we see a much higher 

volume of students. With that in mind, please request help with 

your most pressing concerns, and try to remember that other stu-

dents are also waiting for help. If you have other items to discuss 

that can wait until later in the semester, please plan to stop back in 

after the first two weeks.  We will return phone calls and e-mails as 

soon as possible—please understand that the response time may be 

longer than usual. Remember: Students who are waiting in line will 

receive first priority, and we respond to voice mail and e-mail mes-

sages as time permits.  If you need more immediate attention, the 

best way to connect with us is to stop by the Advising Offices. 
 

During the first two frantic weeks of the semester, these are the 

kinds of things we’re happy to discuss with you: 

Dropping and adding classes on your fall schedule 

Graduation checks for seniors who plan to graduate in the fall                                                        

        semester 

Emergency situations regarding classes and scheduling 

Questions about particular courses and degree requirements 

Some things we typically don’t handle during this busy time of 

the semester are: 

Class schedules for the upcoming semester (unless you’re      

        scheduled to register during the first two weeks of the    

        current semester)     

Résumé proofing and editing 

Long-range planning 

Letters of recommendation 

Study abroad plans and  

       concurrent majors 

Internship planning for future 

       semesters           

Career concerns 

 

 

While these advising items are very important, they aren’t nec-

essarily time-sensitive, so we ask that you return after the ini-

tial two weeks to seek assistance with them.  

Until September 3   

Make changes to your schedule without using your 

late drop credits.   

September 4   

Marks the beginning of the late-drop period.   

A $6.00 late fee is assessed EACH time you make 

changes to your schedule.    

September 4–November 14  

Dropping any course from your fall schedule involves 

using your late-drop credits. 

If you are planning to re-arrange your schedule, please note 

that you can drop and add classes in several ways during the 

first few days of the semester: 

 

Adjust your schedule online at https://

elion.oas.psu.edu/   

Complete a drop/add slip in the Advising Offices (315, 

316, & 317 Oswald)  

Complete a drop/add slip in the departmental office 

(211 Oswald)   

  

            Dropping/Adding Classes 

ADVISING CLIPBOARD 
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the Advising Offices will be closed  
 

from 

1:00–5:00 p.m. 

on  

Thursday, September 11, 2008 

and 

all day  

on 

Friday, September 12, 2008 
 

 

so that the advisers may attend a conference sponsored by 

the Division of Undergraduate Studies. 

 

 

 

 

 

The following SOC courses are still open for 

the fall semester: 

 

001       023       030       035       119       400W   

 

404       405       423  



Faculty Changes 
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Starting with the fall 2008 semester, Karen will no longer be coordinating the internship program. Dr. 

Howard Smith (hbs103@psu.edu) and Professor Kim Menard (kmm157@psu.edu) will be taking over this 

role. Karen, Courtney, and Lisa will still be available to discuss the internship process, how an internship fits into your aca-

demic plan, potential sites, and answer questions you have about internships.  Many thanks to Karen who has cultivated a 

very successful internship program for our students, and who coordinated it for the last ten years! 
 

Spring Internship Information  
 

Those of you who are interested in an internship next spring also have some important deadlines to remember: 

 

September 17 Indicate your intent to complete an internship by this date and e-mail Dr. Howard Smith 

(hbs103@psu.edu) to let him know your plans. 

 

September 30 Letters must be sent to three possible internship sites by this date. Send an e-mail to Dr. Smith with 

the names of the three sites. 

 

November 11 Placements should be finalized by this date.  Send an e-mail to Dr. Smith with your internship site 

placement.  See Sheri Miller in room 214 Oswald to complete the orange placement card.  We will 

then send a letter to your internship site with information and instructions about your internship 

duties/activities. 
 

 

The dates for the spring internship are tentatively set for January 12–April 10, 2009. 

 

Welcome! 

We would like to welcome, and introduce, a new Sociology faculty member. Dr. John Iceland will join 

us beginning in the fall 2008 semester. He earned his Ph.D. at Brown University, and his research and 

teaching interests include racial and ethnic segregation, poverty and inequality, and immigrant incorpo-

ration. We are happy to have you with us and look forward to meeting you! 

 
Farewells 

Goodbye and best wishes to three integral members of the Sociology Department. Dr. George Farkas 

and Professor Linda Perry said farewell to Penn State this summer, (and the East Coast,) in favor of 

sunny California! Dr. Farkas has accepted a position at the University of California, Irvine. Dr. Bob 

Schoen is becoming a student again—he was accepted to law school for the fall semester! Congratula-

tions and best wishes! 

    Congratulations to all our students who made the Deanõs List for 

spring 2008 semester!!  Way to go! Weõve posted the names of these    

students on the bulletin boards by the third floor elevators.   

Weõre proud of all of you!   
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Want to Get Involved?  

The Sociology Club 

The purpose of the Sociology Club is to better serve our students and 

the club focuses on perennial questions asked by sociology majors in-

cluding: 

What can I do with a sociology degree when I graduate? 

How do I get into graduate school? 

What do graduate students think about graduate school? 

What can I do to make myself more marketable after graduation? 

Where can I find a forum to interact with and make friends with       

          other sociology students? 

What kinds of volunteer and service activities will help me get a job 

          other sociology students?  

 
 

The club sponsors faculty-student mixers, reviews films, raises money 

for THON, and participates in a Careers in Sociology evening and a 

Graduate School night.  If you would like more information, please con-

tact the SOC club president, Tori Schock (tjs5197@psu.edu).   

Alpha Kappa Delta 

Sociology majors and minors can strive for membership 

in the Penn State chapter of Alpha Kappa Delta, the 

international sociology honor society. To be eligible for 

membership, majors/minors must be a junior or senior 

with an overall grade point average of 3.00 as well as a 

3.00 grade point average in the sociology major or mi-

nor. Qualified applicants must also have completed 

four sociology courses. Application forms for Alpha 

Kappa Delta are available outside of 315 Oswald 

Tower. For more information, contact the president of 

AKD, Tori Schock (tjs5197@psu.edu).   

 

Looking for a Work Study Position? 

The advising offices are looking for a work-study student for the upcoming academic year.  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ 
been approved for work-study funding and are a dependable, organized, and personable student, 
ǿŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΗ  Work-study duties include filing, serving as an assistant for the Career 
Expo, and providing general office support for the advisers.   LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ŀ 
cover letter and your résumé to Karen at klo1@psu.edu as quickly as possible.     

Fall 2008 CLJ/SOC Career Expo   

The Sociology Department and the Pennsylvania 

Commission on Sentencing are co-sponsoring the 33rd 

annual Crime, Law, and Justice and Sociology Career 

Expo on November 5, 2008 from 12:00 p.m.–3:30 

p.m. in the HUB-Robeson Center Heritage Hall. 

Courtney, with the help of Karen and Lisa, is coordi-

nating the event this year. The Expo provides a fan-

tastic opportunity for students to network and explore 

internship and career options with employers in var-

ied fields. This year promises to have a greater vari-

ety of agencies and organizations, so plan to attend! 

Watch for e-mails in the coming weeks for more de-

tails and for the Career Expo Web site. 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                   

 

Law School 

Considering law school?  If so, consider contacting the Pre-Law 

/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΣ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ wŀȅƳŀƴΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ нмн .ƻǳŎƪŜ .ǳƛƭŘπ

ing, and she can be reached at 865-7576 and bbr1@psu.edu. 
 

Visit www.psu.edu/dus/prelaw/ for Pre-Law information includ-

ing LSAT prep courses, law school resources, and other upcoming 

events. Also check out www.lsac.org  to get more information 

regarding law school. 

GRE Registration 

Wondering when to take the GRE?  
The GRE exam is offered via com-

puter at various computer centers on 
a first-come, first-served basis.  Since 

the GRE is now a computer-based 
ŜȄŀƳΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

time, you can retake the exam within 
a month of your first exam.  Visit the 

GRE Web site at www.gre.org for 
more information or call 1-800-GRE-

CALL to register. 



―My internship at the Community Help 

Centre was not only able to provide me 

with three credits toward my degree, but 

it was able to provide me with the skills 

that will be essential when I enter the 

workforce. I was introduced to the Com-

munity Help Centre through a listserv 

from the Sociology/Crime, Law, and Jus-

tice Department. This agency provides 

people living in Centre County with short 

term counseling, basic needs assistance, 

and drug and alcohol intervention. 

 

I began my training for the Community 

Help Centre in early October of 2007. By 

the end of the fall semester, I realized that 

I could use my time on the crisis hotline 

toward internship credits. On a typical 

day, I could be involved with anything 

from counseling a client and helping them 

to problem solve, referring clients to agen-

cies who may be able to help pay for their 

utilities during a rough month, and/or 

identify a pill for a client who is uncertain 

with what he or she found at home. Over-

all, I have found that the basic needs por-

tion of the job is my favorite and where I 

tend shine. This aspect of the job is de-

signed for individuals who are very hands  

on and can be quick on their feet, think 

fast, brainstorm, and problem solve. 

 

The most difficult part about the intern-

ship was keeping up with all of the assign-

ments along with my schoolwork for other 

classes. I suggest that during an intern-

ship you write out the dates of your as-

signments in a planner in advance. I also 

suggest that the appropriate amount of 

time is allotted to write quality papers. 

Take advantage of what you can learn at 

your internship, and have a blast with it!‖ 

Student Spotlight ñFaith Ryan  
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If you are planning to graduate in December, you will need to activate your intent to graduate by September 8, 2008.  Activat-

ing your intent to graduate is easy—simply log on to eLion at https://elion.oas.psu.edu/ and follow the listed steps.  If you don’t 

activate your intent, no one at the University will have any idea that you’re planning to graduate—which means we won’t re-

view your degree audit, the Dean’s Office won’t certify you for graduation, and the Registrar’s Office won’t print a diploma for 

you!   If you miss the deadline date, please contact the Advising Offices at 865-2217 as soon as possible.  Fall commencement 

will be held Saturday, December 20, 2008 at 12:30 p.m. in the Bryce Jordan Center. 

 

So, you’ve activated your intent to graduate, but what’s the next step?  What kinds of things should you be doing?   

 

Go to 111 Bank of America Career Services Building and pick up a Placement Manual. 

Attend the free seminars offered by Career Services that deal with interviewing, résumé writing, and searching 

the Web for job opportunities. 

Draft a résumé and take it to a Career Services counselor for review.  Feel free to ask Karen, Courtney,  or Lisa 

to review your résumé as well. 

Participate in the EXTERN Program. 

Chat with alumni via LionLink (http://www.psualumcareer.com/career); this is a great networking resource. 

Attend the Sociology Department’s fall Career Expo scheduled on November 5, 2008. 

Participate in campus events with alumni. 

Make sure that everyone in your network of friends, relatives, and acquaintances knows that                              

you are actively looking for a job. 

Consider ways to expand your network. 

Check the section of the departmental Web site which posts the career profiles of alumni at 

        www.sociology.psu.edu/undergrad/SocAlumni.htm. 

Visit www.commencement.psu.edu/ for commencement ceremony details. 

Did you know…  

…that Dr. Paul Amato started his first rock band at the age of 14 and has been playing music 

ever since? His current band, "The Lost Faculties," includes several members of the sociology de-

partment (Wayne Osgood, Sam Richards, and Richard Felson). They perform at university events, 

conferences, private parties, and the occasional club in State College. Paul plays lead guitar and 

keyboard. His all-time favorite guitarist is Jimi Hendrix. 
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This publication is available in alternative media on request. 

 

The Pennsylvania State University is committed to the policy that all persons shall have equal access to programs, facili-

ties, admission, and employment without regard to personal characteristics not related to ability, performance, or qualifi-

cations as determined by University policy or by state or federal authorities. It is the policy of the University to maintain 

an academic and work environment free of discrimination, including harassment. The Pennsylvania State University pro-

hibits discrimination and harassment against any person because of age, ancestry, color, disability or handicap, national 

origin, race, religious creed, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or veteran status. Discrimination or harassment 

against faculty, staff, or students will not be tolerated at The Pennsylvania State University.  Direct all inquiries regard-

ing the nondiscrimination policy to the Affirmative Action Director, The Pennsylvania State University, 328 Bouke Build-

ing, University Park, PA 16802-5901; Tel 814-865-4700/V, 814-863-1150/TTY.  U.Ed. LBA 09-26 

Important Semester Dates At-A-Glance 
 

       August 25   Classes begin   August 25–September 3  Drop/add period   September 1   Labor Day; University is closed   September 4   Late drop period begins   September 8   Deadline to activate intent to graduate fall 2008 
  September 17   Notify Dr. Smith of intent to complete sp09        internship   September 29–October 19  Final exam conflict filing period   September 30   Letters sent to possible internship sites for sp09 
  November 5   CLJ/Sociology Career Expo   November 11   Finalize sp09 internship site   November 14   Late drop deadline   November 24–28   Thanksgiving holiday   December 12   Withdrawal deadline       Classes end   December 15–19   Final exams   December 20   Fall commencement   January 12, 2009  Spring semester classes begin 


