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“Spring is when you feel like whistling even with a shoe full of slush.” PENN%TE
~Doug Larson

Welcome back! . Contacting your advisers
We hope your spring break Congratulations Courtney! «uen sons
revitalized you for the second o ) ) (klol@psu.edu)
half of the spring semester! Please join us in sending an early congratulatory 317 Oswald Tower
Please take a few minutes to shout-out to Courtney Orr! Courtney expects to wel-
read this newsletter thor- come a baby boy into her home in early May. She Courtney Orr
oughly—it includes important will be on maternity leave through much of the (cro3@psu.edu)
information regarding sched- summer and plans to return in 316 Oswald Tower
uling, advising changes for the early August. Although we
fall semester, and graduation. will all miss her presence in Lisa Brooks
As alw'ays,‘feel free to contact the office this summer, we are i (1db125@psu.edu)
an adviser if you have any so excited about her new little {é I\ 315 Oswald Tower
i OnE, bundle of joy! Congratula- N ’

Phone number: 814-865-2217
Department Web site:
www.sociology.psu.edu

i !
Scheduling is well underway, tions, Courtney!

so begin planning now. Don’t
wait until the last minute to
see an adviser—stop by today!

Spring Advising Hours: Summer Advising Hours:
Appointments Only:
i iberal At Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday Remember when you went through FTCAP? (It

8:30 am—11:30 am. probably seems like ages ago!) Part of our advising

responsibilities in the summer includes afternoon
FTCAP advising sessions. This means that we will
only be available in the mornings for walk-in advis-
Walk-in Advising: ing from the end of May through most of July. If you
Monday-Thursday 1-4 p.m. absolutely cannot meet with us in the morning, please
contact an adviser to discuss other possibilities.

Centennial
1.9.09 ~2.009 To schedule an appointment, please visit:

www.la.psu.edu/advising-appt/

Inside the Sociology
Source:

*Finals week is reserved for emergency
cases

Registration Information 2

Scheduling an appointment versus walking-in:

Walk-in advising is great option if you have questions that can be answered in a relatively short amount of
time. Appointments are meant for issues that you know will take longer than 10 or 15 minutes. Examples of
SOC Club/AKD/Alumni topics that could be covered in an appointment include:

News 1. Change of major or concurrent major paperwork
2. Longrange planning
3. Study Abroad plans
4. Major/career exploration
5. Class schedules for the upcoming semester
6. Other topics that you want to discuss in detail and would like a designated time to do so
'[’;'z:s”“"t SR A few important points about scheduling an appointment:
AAppointments are made in %2 hour blocks.

Alf you are assigned a specific adviser, you must schedule an appointment with that adviser. You
can see any adviser during watkadvising hours.

Internship Central

Announcing the SOC

Student Marshal!

Graduation Information

Faculty Fun Fact
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Information about Summer Courses
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Summer Scheduling

Thinking about taking a few credits this summer? Summer scheduling for all students began on February 9—so schedule now! Head to
http://schedule.psu.edu to check out what summer courses are offered.

Not sure if you can commit to a resident instruction course? Why not get ahead by taking an online course wherever you are? See a list
of summer online courses offered by the College of the Liberal Arts at www.la.psu.edu/CLA-onlinecourses/. All summer Liberal Arts
courses are offered through the World Campus so be sure to select “World Campus” when viewing courses at the Schedule of Courses

Web site.

Transferring Courses from Other Institutions

Summer is often a convenient time for students to complete courses at an institution near their homes. If you’re thinking about taking a
summer course elsewhere, please take the following steps to make sure the class will transfer to Penn State:

Go to: http://admissions.psu.edu/

Click on “Current Students” and then “How to transfer courses”

Follow the instructions

Print out transfer evaluation form from the Admissions Web site

After you complete the course:

Have an official copy of your transcript from the college/university you attended sent directly to the Penn State Admissions Office.
When Admissions receives the transcript, they will post the course(s) to your Penn State transcript.

o

Late Drop Deadline
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The deadline to late drop a course for this semester is April 10, 2009, and it's a firm deadline. If late-
dropping a class sounds like an option you want to consider, make an informed decision about it.
5 Meet with your professor to accurately assess your progress in a course before you late-drop it.
Discuss with your adviser the possible consequences of late-dropping a class, such as the amount of
Offa”{ late drop credits available to you and how it may affect your full-time status (which can, in turn,
affect your student aid and/or health insurance). If you determine that late-dropping a course is in

472' / your best interest, you can late-drop through eLion at https:elion.oas.psu.edu or in the advising or
. Registrar’s offices.
a

Withdrawals

Those who are experiencing significant
difficulties this spring may consider
withdrawing for the semester. The last day to
withdraw from the spring 2009 semester is
May 1, 2009. After this date, no student will
be permitted to withdraw. You can easily
process a withdrawal using eLion at
https://elion.oas.psu.edu, but please consider
talking to Karen, Courtney, or Lisa about your
plans first.
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Fall Scheduling

Fall scheduling has also begun, so please review your audit and consider the
degree requirements that you still need to satisfy. Below are a few scheduling
tips to keep in mind:

® Remember you need to schedule SOC 207 and successfully
complete it before you are permitted to complete an internship.

® SOC 470 MUST be successfully completed prior to SOC 400W. Keep in
mind that you’ll take SOC 400W during your senior year; it’s a senior
seminar course. Students often think SOC 470 is also a course for seniors
only, but taking SOC 470 as a junior is fine. Once you’ve completed
SOC 207 and STAT 200, go ahead and schedule SOC 470.

Additional Note
SOC 207 and SOC 470 must be completed with a “C” or better before a
student is permitted to take SOC 400W. This is a firm departmental policy.

As always, please feel free to contact Karen, Courtney, or Lisa about any
scheduling concerns.



http://www.la.psu.edu/CLA-onlinecourses/
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Summer Internship Information
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If you haven’t already contacted Dr. Ménard about com-
pleting a summer internship, you will need to postpone
your plans until the fall semester. For those students who
have discussed their plans with Dr. Ménard, the remaining
deadline date for the summer internship is as follows:
April 12 Placements should be finalized by this
date. E-mail Dr. Ménard
(kmm157@psu.edu) with your intern-
ship site placement. See Sheri Miller in
214 Oswald to complete the orange
placement card.

JChtral

Funding is Available for Summer Internships!

One of the goals of the Sociology Department is to involve
undergraduates in internship opportunities. Accordingly,
the department now has modest funds to provide some
financial assistance to students who participate in
internships. Students with demonstrated need are given
preference for funding as are students who will be intern-
ing during the summer. Students must also be receiving
academic credit for their internship experience. If you’re
interested in applying for these enrichment funds, please
stop by the advising offices to pick up an application form
and instructions.

Fall Internship Information

If you're considering a fall internship, the internship dates are planned for August 317
November 20, 2009. Be sure to contact Dr. Ménard by April 29 regarding fall intern-

ships. Following are key deadline dates:

April 29 Indicate your intent to complete an internship by this date and e-mail
Dr. Kim Ménard (kmm157@psu.edu) to let her know your plans.

May 27 Letters must be sent to three possible internship sites by this date.
Send an e-mail to Dr. Ménard with the names of the three sites.

August 5 Placements should be finalized by this date. Send an e-mail to Dr.

Ménard with your internship site placement. See Sheri Miller in
room 214 Oswald to complete the orange placement card. We will
then send a letter to your internship site with information and in-
structions about your internship duties/activities.

For more information about the internship process, take a look at this section of the departmen-
tal Web site: www.sociology.psu.edu/undergraduate/internships.shtml. Dr. Kim Ménard
(kmm157@psu.edu) is the internship coordinator. Karen, Courtney, and Lisa are available to
discuss the internship process, how an internship fits into your academic plan, potential sites,
and answer questions you have about internships.
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Announcing the 2009 Sociology Student Marshal!

Every year a Student Marshal is selected to represent all graduating seniors in Sociology during commencement. We are
proud of all who were nominated and are pleased to announce that Valerie Byer has been selected to serve as the 2009
SOC Student Marshal. As the Student Marshal, she will receive her diploma on stage during the graduation ceremony.
Student Marshals must select a Faculty Marshal to accompany them during commencement, and we’re happy to announce
that Valerie has asked Dr. Laurie Scheuble to take on this role.

Valerie will graduate with degrees in Sociology and Marketing, and minors in International Studies and Business Law.
Among the numerous enrichment activities she participated in, Valerie has studied abroad with the Semester at Sea
program, served as a teaching assistant, and assisted in research. She has also extensively volunteered her time, especially
with the Penn State Student Red Cross.

Valerie plans to begin law school this coming fall semester and is currently deciding which school she will attend. Con-
gratulations, Valerie!
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Alumni News
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The members of our SOC and CLJ Alumni Organization will be in town on April 6, 2009. Our alumni
remember what it was like to be unsure about their career plans, and they’ve volunteered to help current
students work through concerns about their future. Students will be able to attend career panels and one-
on-one mentoring. Keep an eye out for more details via e-mail! If you have any immediate questions,
please contact Sheri Miller at 863-5407 or sam1@psu.edu.

The Sociology Club I Alpha Kappa Delta

| Sociology majors and minors can strive for member-
| ship in the Penn State chapter of Alpha Kappa Delta,

the international sociology honor society. To be eligi-
I ble for membership, majors/minors must be a junior

"
|
|

The purpose of the Sociology Club is to better serve our students and :

|
|
or senior with an overall grade point average of 3.00 :
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
o

the club focuses on perennial questions asked by sociology majors
including:
What can I do with a sociology degree when I graduate?

How do I get into graduate school? as well as a 3.00 grade point average in the sociology

1
|
|
|
|
|
|
® |
° |
®  What do graduate students think about graduate school? : major or minor. Qualified applicants must also have
®  What can I do to make myself more marketable after graduation? | | completed four sociology courses. Appli(?ation forms
° I | for Alpha Kappa Delta are available outside of 315
I | Oswald Tower. For more information, contact the
| | president of AKD, Tori Schock (tjs5197@psu.edu).
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
o

Where can I find a forum to interact with and make friends with
other sociology students?

®  What kinds of volunteer and service activities will help me get a
job and can the club provide them?

The club sponsors faculty-student mixers, reviews films, raises money
for THON, and participates in a Careers in Sociology evening and a
Graduate School night. If you would like more information, please
contact the SOC club president, Tori Schock (tjs5197@psu.edu).


mailto:sam1@psu.edu

Seniors, you're in the home stretch! The graduation ceremony for the College of the Liberal Arts is scheduled for
SaturdayMay 16, 2009 at 6 p.m. in the Bryce Jordan Center. If your family and friends ask about needing tickets
to attend, please tell them that tickets are not required for the ceremony. However, we recommend you and your
supporters arrive early to find your seats. Karen and Lisa will be attending the ceremony. Hope to see you there!
Any last minute questions about the ceremony? Be sure to check this Web site: http://commencement.psu.edu/

future.html.
You’re Invited!

What: Departmental Reception
Who: SOC and CLJ graduating seniors and their families
When: 2:30-4 p.m., Saturday, May 16, 2009
Where: Oswald Tower Porch
Hope to see you there!

Youdbve worked hard, and i tdés time to acknowl
career at Penn State and the beginning of the
celebrate with you and your families, so please plan to join us at our departmental

reception before the graduvati on ceremony at 2:
Tower. Faculty and staff will be on hand to congratulate you and wish you well. Enjoy
some food, fellowship, and fun before we head to the Bryce Jordan Center for the
ceremony.
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August 2009 Graduation

If August is when you hope to graduate, please activate your intent to

graduate by June 19, 2009. Activating your intent to graduate is very simple
and very important! If you don’t activate your intent, we have no way of
knowing that you’re planning to graduate and your audit will not be checked to

make sure you have met all the requirements for graduation. Activate your
intent to graduate as soon as the summer session starts via eLion at
https://elion.oas.psu.edu/. Summer commencement will be held Saturday,
August 15, 2009, in the Bryce Jordan Center.
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Faculty Fun Fact

Lost Faculties, Oswald Tower’s
top rock band, played for THON on
Saturday, February 21. Members of
the band include Wayne Osgood
(guitar), Paul Amato (guitar and key-
board), Sam Richards (drums), Rich
Felson (bass and harmonica), and
Sharon Felson (vocals). Everyone is
a faculty member in Sociology or
Crime, Law, and Justice except
Sharon, and she is married to one.
Sitting in on washboard was Graham
Spanier, whose day job is in Old

The band played such oldies but
goodies including “Blue Suede
Shoes,” “Wooley Bully,” and “Great
Balls of Fire.” The crowd was very
supportive when Professor Felson
asked them if they thought the Presi-
dent should support a salary raise for
band members. They were less sup-
portive when asked if they would
support a tuition increase to pay for
that raise.

The gig went off without a
hitch, although elderly members of

the band and their contemporaries in
the audience complained that a bad
batch of anti-acid was going around.
Thanks to the marathon dancers and
other supporters for their contribu-
tion to a great cause. Thanks also to
the band members for giving up
their afternoon nap.

Rich Felson,
Undergraduate Chair

Main.
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Important Semester Dates AtA-Glance

April 6 Alumni Panels
April 10 Late drop deadline
April 12 Finalize su09 internship site
April 29 Deadline to file fa09 internship intent
May 1 Withdrawal deadline
Classes end
May 4-8 Final exams
May 16 Spring commencement
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This publication is available in alternative media on request.

The Pennsylvania State University is committed to the policy that all persons shall have equal access to programs, facilities,
admission, and employment without regard to personal characteristics not related to ability, performance, or qualifications as
determined by University policy or by state or federal authorities. It is the policy of the University to maintain an academic
and work environment free of discrimination, including harassment. The Pennsylvania State University prohibits discrimina-
tion and harassment against any person because of age, ancestry, color, disability or handicap, national origin, race, religious
creed, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or veteran status. Discrimination or harassment against faculty, staff, or stu-
dents will not be tolerated at The Pennsylvania State University. Direct all inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policy to
the Affirmative Action Director, The Pennsylvania State University, 328 Bouke Building, University Park, PA 16802-5901;
Tel 814-865-4700/V, 814-863-1150/TTY. U.Ed. LBA 09-141
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