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“l have discovered in life that there are ways of getting almost anywhere you want to go,
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Phone number: 814-865-2217

Department Web site:
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if you really want to go.” ~Langston Hughes
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Sociology Department, College of t

Please take a few minutes to read through the
Sociology Source—it contains important updates and information related to advising,
academics, and enrichment and extra-curricular opportunities. You should receive two
newsletters during the fall and spring semesters via e-mail—please let us know if you don’t.

Advising Hours:

Appointments Only:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
8:30 a.m.—11:30 a.m.
To schedule an appointment, please visit:
www.la.psu.edu/advising-appt/

Walk-in Adyvising:

Monday—Thursday w
1-4 p.m.

Scheduling an appointment versus walking-in:

Walk-in advising is great option if you have questions that can be answered in a relatively
short amount of time. Appointments are meant for issues that you know will take longer than
10 or 15 minutes. Examples of topics that could be covered in an appointment include:

Change of major or concurrent major paperwork

Long-range planning

Study Abroad plans

Major/career exploration

Class schedules for the upcoming semester

Other topics that you want to discuss in detail and would like a designated
time to do so
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A few important points about scheduling an appointment:
e Appointments are made in %2 hour blocks.

e [fyou are assigned a specific adviser, you must schedule an appointment with
that adviser. You can see any adviser during walk-in advising hours.
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Important Fall

Semester

Sociology Source \\

Deadlines

Late Drop Deadline

The deadline to late drop a course for this semester is

Withdrawals

Those who are experiencing significant difficulties this

November 14, 2008, and it is a firm deadline. If late-
dropping a class sounds like an option you want to consider,
make an informed decision about it. Meet with your

fall may consider withdrawing for the semester. The
last day to withdraw from the fall 2008 semester is
December 12, 2008 After this date, no student will be
permitted to withdraw. You can easily process a with-
drawal using eLion at https://elion.oas.psu.edu, but
please consider talking to Karen, Courtney, or Lisa
about your plans first.

professor to accurately assess your progress in a course
before you late-drop it. Discuss with your adviser the possible
consequences of late-dropping a class, such as the amount of
late drop credits available to you and how it may affect your
full-time status (which can, in turn, affect your student aid
and/or health insurance). If you determine that late-dropping
a course is in your best interest, you can late-drop through
eLion at https://elion.oas.psu.edu or in the advising or
Registrar’s offices.

Please note:

The Advising Offices will be closedon Friday, November 28

Spring Scheduling Tips

Spring scheduling has begun, so please review your audit and consider the degree requirements that
you still need to satisfy. Below are a few scheduling tips to keep in mind:
e Remember you need to schedule SOC 207 and successfully complete it before you are permitted
to complete an internship.
e SOC 470MUST be successfully completed prior to SOC 400W. Keep in mind that you will take
SOC 400W during your senior year; it is@nior seminacourse. Students often think SOC 47(
is also a course for seniors only, but taki
SOC 207 and STAT 200, go ahead and schedule SOC 470.

Still Need a SOC Course
for the Spring?

\} . .
/K The following SOC courses are still open for the
spring semester:
001
035
470

005 012
119 197A
497A

023 030
400W

497B
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Spring Internship Information

If you haven’t already contacted Dr. Howard Smith about completing a spring internship, you will need to postpone your plans
until the summer session or next fall semester. For those students who have discussed their plans with Dr. Smith, the remaining
deadline date for the spring internship is as follows:

November 11 Placements should be finalized by this date. Send an e-mail to Dr. Smith (hbs103@psu.edu) with your intern-
ship site placement. See Sheri Miller in 214 Oswald to complete the orange placement card.

Summer Internship Information

If you're considering a summer internship, the internship dates are planned for May 187 August 12, 2009. Be sure to contact Dr.
Menard by January 25 regarding summer internships. Following are key deadline dates:

January 25 Indicate your intent to complete an internship by this date and e-mail Dr. Kim Menard
(kmm157@psu.edu) to let her know your plans.

February 15 Letters must be sent to three possible internship sites by this date. Send an e-mail to Dr. Menard with
the names of the three sites.

April 12 Placements should be finalized by this date. Send an e-mail to Dr. Menard with your internship site
placement. See Sheri Miller in room 214 Oswald to complete the orange placement card. We will
then send a letter to your internship site with information and instructions about your internship du-
ties/activities.

For more information about the internship process, take a look at this section of the departmental Web site:
www.sociology.psu.edu/undergraduate/internships.shtml. Dr. Howard Smith (hbs103@psu.edu) and Dr. Kim Menard
(kmm157@psu.edu) are the internship coordinators. Karen, Courtney, and Lisa are available to discuss the internship process,
how an internship fits into your academic plan, potential sites, and answer questions you have about internships.
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Did you knowe

Dr. John Iceland majored in sociology as an undergraduate at Brown University ﬁ
in Providence, RI, but had the most fun (for a little while at least) as a DJ on the
n college FM station doing "Jazz after Hours" and also playing intramural basket- n
ball. He moved on from the DJ job to other activities after an exhausting semester u
u in the 3 to 6 am shift. He did, however, continue to play intramural basketball. He n
still plays, having participated in the faculty/staft/graduate student league at the
University of Maryland the last few years. u
4
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The Sociology Club

The purpose of the Sociology Club is to better serve
our students and the club focuses on perennial ques-
tions asked by sociology majors including:

' j ®  What can I do with a sociology degree when I
graduate?
Alpha Kappa Delta ® How do I get into graduate school?
. . . ) o ®  What do graduate students think about graduate
Sociology majors and minors can strive for membership in school?

the Penn State chapter of Alpha Kappa Delta, the interna-
®  What can I do to make myself more marketable

tional sociology honor society. To be eligible for member- after graduation?

ship, majors/minors must be a junior or senior with an over-
all grade point average of 3.00 as well as a 3.00 grade point
average in the sociology major or minor. Qualified appli-

®  Where can I find a forum to interact with and
make friends with other sociology students?

®  What kinds of volunteer and service activities will

cants must also have completed four sociology courses. ] i
help me get a job and can the club provide them?

Application forms for Alpha Kappa Delta are available out-
side of 315 Oswald Tower. For more information, contact

the president of AKD, Tori Schock (tjs5197@psu.edu). The club sponsors faculty-student mixers, reviews
films, raises money for THON, and participates in a

Careers in Sociology evening and a Graduate School
L 4 night. If you would like more information, please con-
B tact the SOC club president, Tori Schock
(tjs5197@psu.edu).
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A Message from the Mock Trial President:

Penn State is proud to have the largest Mock Trial Association in the nation. We host two on-campus IM
tournaments every year on campus and send teams to Invitational Tournaments throughout the fall semester. In
the past, we've competed at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, the University of Pittsburgh, Yale
University in New Haven, and Columbia University in New York City. The teams in both the IM Tournaments
and the Invitational Season are captained by seasoned members of Penn State Mock Trial who coach and lead
their teams.

Penn State is equally proud of its track record. In the past seven years, 4 teams have placed top-20 at the National
Championship, 5 teams have placed top-5 at the National Tournament, and we have brought home over 35
individual awards, including 4 All-Americans. This is all accomplished through student leadership. We have no
faculty adviser and we retain no attorneys as coaches. These opportunities are available to all Penn State
University students, regardless of year, major, or experience. Our organization has members from nearly every
College at University Park and dozens of academic programs. For more information on how to join, feel free to
contact the Mike Thomas (MikeThomas@psu.edu).
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Student SpotlighbDanielle Pramick

Studying in a nontra-

ditional country is an adven- (‘J |

ture. My adventure is half over

meets public bus but smaller

N Q@n4p/cheaper) from  campus.
This market, the one of many in

and I am still having trouble understandGhana, is the place to go when

giving this country the praise it

ou need, well anything: fresh

Y
deserves because pictures and What StUdenTjSh and vegetables, clothes,

stories cannot do it justice.

fabrics, electronics, etc. The

Ghana is an extraordinary mean Whennarket itself is sandwiched into

country; a place where life is

small stalls covering the main

much slower, smiles are they Say roads of the Medina. I remem-

brighter, and the laughter is
louder. My time in Ghana has

ber having swarms of little kids

StUdyIng shout obruni, which means

been a time of using bug spray abroad W|” white/foreigner person in the

as perfume at night, sleeping in

local language Twi, at the pa-

been a great experience in exposing me to
Ghana in ways I would not otherwise have
done. I have had the opportunity to walk on
the canopy of the rainforest, tour slave cas-
tles, participate in African dance perform-
ances, and meet the King of Ashanti and
Queen Mother. Needless to say I have em-
braced the African culture of village chiefs,
charming children, and a developed a new
respect for rice, fresh fruit, and hot weather.
Since classes are not as time consuming as a
U.S. college, besides for the organized trips I
fill my time with volunteering at a local or-
phanage, traveling to beaches and other parts

a mosquito net, and taking cool Ch ange yourde of ten Penn State students of the Greater Accra area, or venturing into
showers. Maybe to some people rantically soaking up the new town looking for the best cup of coffee.

that sounds unappealing, but I I | f e eéfironment. It took some time I have been told that an adventure
have come to see how easy my to get used to life in Africa but is part of a human's living spirit—the thrill of
life could be consumed with once the novelty wore off, you life comes from new experiences, encounters
silly luxuries and I find myself enjoying quickly become accustomed to their way with different faces. I have finally conquered
life as real as it is. of life. my thirst for adventure coming to an exciting

My first impression of Ghana The opportunities are many in new place rich in culture. I now understand

was going to Medina Market, about a 20  Ghana, the experiences are greater. The what students mean when they say studying
minute tro tro ride (imagine old VW bus  scheduled trips through the program have abroad will change your life.
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Giad“atlngsemOQ,

Seniors, you're in the home stretch! The fall graduation ceremony for the College of the Liberal Arts is
scheduled for Saturdaiecember 20, 200&t 12:30 p.m. in the Bryce Jordan Center. Tickets are not
required for family and friends to attend the ceremony. However, we recommend you and your support-
ers arrive early to find your seats. Caps and gowns can be purchased at the Penn State Bookstore.

Any last minute questions about the ceremony? Be sure to check out this Web site:
http://commencement.psu.edu/future.html

Congratulations!
OO=-0O0-0O0=-00=-0-0-0-0-0=-00=-0-0=-0=0=0=0=0-=
Considering Law Schoojo

If so, consider contacting the Pre-Law Coordinator, Barbara Rayman. She’s
located in 121 Grange Building, and she can be reached at 865-7576 and
bbrl@psu.edu.

Visit www.psu.edu/dus/prelaw/ for Pre-Law information including LSAT prep
courses, law school resources, and other upcoming events. Also check out
www.lsac.org to get more information regarding law school.
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proer Expo Announcemen ﬂ

The Sociology Department and the Pennsylvania Commission on Sentencing are co-sponsoring
the 33rd annual Crime, Law, and Justice and Sociology Career Expo on November 5, 2008
from 12:0071 3:30 p.m. in the HUB-Robeson Center Heritage Hall. The Advising Staff is co-
ordinating this year’s expo with assistance from our student organizations, the Justice
Association and Sociology Club. The Expo provides a fantastic opportunity for students to
network and explore internship and career options with employers in varied fields. This year
promises to have a greater variety of agencies and organizations, so plan to attend!
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Important Semester Dates At-A-Glance
November 11 Finalize sp09 internship site
November 14 Late drop deadline
November 24-28 Thanksgiving holiday
December 12 Withdrawal deadline
Classes end
December 15-19 Final exams
December 20 Fall commencement
N\ r
N\ r

This publication is available in alternative media on request. The Pennsylvania State University is committed to the
policy that all persons shall have equal access to programs, facilities, admission, and employment without regard to per-
sonal characteristics not related to ability, performance, or qualifications as determined by University policy or by state

or federal authorities. It is the policy of the University to maintain an academic and work environment free of discrimi-
nation, including harassment. The Pennsylvania State University prohibits discrimination and harassment against any
person because of age, ancestry, color, disability or handicap, national origin, race, religious creed, sex, sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity, or veteran status. Discrimination or harassment against faculty, staff, or students will not be toler-
ated at The Pennsylvania State University. Direct all inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policy to the Affirmative
Action Director, The Pennsylvania State University, 328 Bouke Building, University Park, PA 16802-5901; Tel 814-

865-4700/V, 814-863-1150/TTY. U.Ed. LBA 09-72




